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On Dec. 24, from 9 -9:30 p.m., 
most of the 46 scarves, 21 knit 
hats, mittens, hoodies, afghans, 
and caps were distributed free to 
homeless and unemployed people 
who gathered around the open 
hatchback of my station wagon 
at the entrance area to Finley 
Park in Columbia.  

My friend Wanda was in charge 
of handing out items as people 
came to the car. Her husband, 
friends and I helped. The brief 
conversations were dignified, 
respectful and comfortable. Then 
Wanda and three young men Ð 
members of her church Ð draped 
scarves over their arms and 
circulated around the park in a 
gift -giving walk.  

Other families  and groups were 
also giving away necessities such 
as food and water. Carolers were 
singing. People were grateful 
and polite. The scene was quiet 
and peaceful rather than festive 
and happy.  

Wanda, Rev. Al and I took the 
rest of the scarves to Providence 
House in Columbia. It is a short -
term residence and treatment 
facility for homeless veterans. 
Through various programs, this 
facility has a 92% success rate in 
reintegrating veterans back into 
society. There is an ongoing need 
for donations Ð their main 
in come source. Again, there was 
quite gratefulness for the gifts.  

Christmas Eve 
Donations 
Welcomed 

Our wonderful knitters and crocheters have 
been busy these past few months creating 
hats and scarves to pass out to the 
homeless in the Columbia area. Pictured 
top are front row: Ginger Rybicki and Fred 
Warren, back row: Jackie Hill, Naomi Frost-
Hewitt and Marcy Vernon. Through their 
efforts AUUC was able to contribute 42 
scarves, 20 hats, 5 hat & scarf sets, and 1 
pair of mittens. Thanks to all for the effort 
that had love in every stitch. 

Abby Miller, left, and Girl Scout Troop 5140 
collected supplies for the Cumbee Center 
in Aiken. The wonderful support from the 
AUUC community is shown with the wide 
variety items donated. Thank you to Troop 
5140 and our Service and Outreach for 
coordinating this. And a VERY BIG THANK 
YOU to everyone who gave! 

EditorÕs Note: Here is Jackie HillÕs 
account of delivering the articles of 
clothing made during the past few 
months by some of our AUUC people. 
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January Birthdays 

The Sisterhood of the 
Spirit recently held their 
semi-annual planning 
meeting to determine the 
schedule for the next 6 
months.   The ladies meet 
the 2nd and 4th Friday of 
the month at 6:30pm  at 
AUUC.   All women are 
welcome. It's a great way 
to introduce your friends 
to the church!  

Here's the schedule:  

Jan 13 : Women's 
Drumming followed by 
Master Mind  

Jan 27:  Christine~ Game 
night~ Scategory, 
Cranium and MasterMind  

Sisterhood of 
the Spirit Jan 

Liam Sexton  Jan 1 
Vic McGraner  Jan 3 
Curt Sexton  Jan 5 
Brian O'Sulli van Sr Jan 6 
Franncesca Patero  Jan 12 
Elaine Nelson  Jan 12 
Molly Nelson  Jan 12 
Sam Lightner  Jan 16 
Tom Brandner  Jan 18 
Aili Vinson  Jan 21 
Adrian Stone  Jan 23 
Joyce Berheim  Jan 27 
Canyon Robinson  Jan 27 
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Thank You from ACTS 
In early  December Area Churches Together Serving (ACTS) sent 
a thank you letter to our AUUC Sisterhood of the Spirit Group. 
ACTS wanted to thank the Sisterhood for its November 
donation in support of ACTS.  

Julie Evonna wrote about the letter, Ò During Novembe r, our 
Sisterhood group collected and donated 50+ packages of 
feminine hygiene products.  Also, someone in our congregation 
donated a microwave, which helped one of the victims of the 
recent storms that blew through  a few weeks earlier.Ó 

As can be seen, a small congregation such as ours can have a 
big, positive impact in the community.  

Have a Safe and Happy 
New YearÕs from the 

AUUC Family to Yours 
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Our Newsletter  
Chalice Connections is published the last Sunday of each month 
to communicate with the members & friends of the Aiken 
Unitarian Universalist Church. If you have contributions for the 
newsletter, the deadline is the second -to-last Sunday of the 
month. The next deadline will be will be January 22, 2012. 
Contact Patrick Krohn newsletter@aikenuuchurch.org  

Mission of the Aiken Unitarian 
Universalist Church: We are working 
together to create a welcoming and 
inclusive community which supports 
spiritual growth, ethical living, and 
open-minde d exploration of religion.  
 
115 Gregg Ave P.O. Box 2231Aiken, SC 29802  (803) 502-0404 

 
 
 

 
 

Minister  
Dr. Gaye Ortiz 
minister@aikenuuchurch.org 

2012-2012 AUUC Board 
board@aikenuuchurch.org  
President  
Michael Smith, 643-8679 
smithirmab@hotmail.com 
President Elect 
Neil Miller,  502-0247 
neilm@usca.edu 
Secretary 
Jack Uhrich, 221-7984 
juhrich44@aol.com 
Disbursing Treasurer 
Tom Brandner, 641-1191 
geesenet@bellsouth.net 
Receiving Treasurer 
Sam Lightner, 226-0298 
lightner@westminster.edu 
Members-At-Large 
Karen DeCamp, 642-5852 
decamp@gforcecable.com 
Thomas Drake, 644-3304 
thomas@drakeflock.com 

Committee Chairs 
Religious Exploration 
Marcy Vernon, 502-1730  
re@aikenuuchurch.org 
Buildings & Grounds 
Sam Dack, 617-9565 
Service & Outreach 
Julie Evona, 644 -8930 
Worship 
Gaye Ortiz, 502-0404 
minister@aikenuuchurch.org  
Membership 
Ginger Rybicki, 270-2659 
sc.naturegirl@yahoo.com 
Nominating 
Neil Miller, 502-0247 
neilm@usca.edu 
Archivist  
Mickey Marshall, 637-5823 
madmarsh72@att.net 
Newsletter Editor 
Patrick Krohn, 502-1730 
newsletter@aikenuuchurch.org 

As we look around us, we see many good people working 
together to create better lives for our local neighbors and our 
larger world neighborhood. As Unitarian Universalists, we are 
called by our Principles to work for democracy, equality, peace, 
and the interdependent web. How may our rich UU history of 
engaging with the social justice challenges of the times help 
inspire us and offer us wisdom as we c ommit and engage in the 
work that needs to be done? Join us on a social justice journey 
into our UU past, with lessons for today. You may come to 
individual sessions of special interest to you, or even better, join 
us regularly at 7:30 p.m. Thursday evenin gs Ð come a bit earlier 
to enjoy the peace and beauty of singing meditation.  

 
January 5:  No adult RE Ð AUUC Worship Committee  
January 12:  Sexuality Education as a Justice Issue  
January 19:  Beyond Binaries Ð The Struggle for Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, and Tran sgender Equality  
January 26:  Is There More? Ð The WomenÕs Movement 

Thursday Evening Adult RE Schedule 

AUUC MenÕs Group January Meeting 
The next men's group meeting will be held at Anchor Rehab 
facility near the Aiken Mall 6:30 p.m. January 21, 2012.  

Jack Uhrich will be talking presenting a  timely topic: "Getting 
Money out of Politics", which should be very interesting.   Come 
and join us.   Call Mike Smith (803 617 -8601) if you want 
additional information.  
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First of all please let me wish all of our AUUC 
family and friends a very happy holiday season. 
May all your travels be safe and your 
celebrations be festive!  

Looking back to 2011, I am so honored to have 
spent the months since September with you. You 

have made me feel very 
welcome and have given me 
lots to work on!  

In early January the board 
and committee chair s will 
gather for a retreat. The 
purpose of this retreat is: to 
revisit the AUUC mission; 
to discern what the duties 
of our committees are; and 
to understand how the 
committees complement 
each other and the board to 

further the mission of the church. Clear  and 
efficient communication is what we can work 
toward between the committees and all the 
church members. We also need to be attracting 
members into leadership positions so that we can 
continue to live out our mission.  

So, 2012 promises to be a year in wh ich we will 
do very important work together. Your Strategic 
Planning Committee is putting together a 
program for the period I am with you, and 
although not as ambitious as a long -range 
strategic plan, it will no doubt be achievable and 
will enhance our con gregation for its future 
health and growth.  

In February we will begin an exciting time for 
our congregation, with the Welcoming 
Congregation program. Our sister 
congregations of Statesboro and Coastal 
Georgia completed their programs this year, so 
we have plenty of support and expertise in our 
Southern District Cluster upon which we can 
draw. The Welcoming Congregation program 
was first launched in 1990 to help 
congregations become more welcoming and 
inclusive of people who are lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and/or  transgender. 65% of US 
Unitarian Universalist congregations are 
recognized as Welcoming Congregations.  

As we continue to grow in diversity as a 
congregation, and especially as the hosting 
church in the Aiken area for PFLAG (Parents 
Family and Friends of Lesbians and Gays), 
AUUC can commit itself to bring positive 
change in the treatment of all human beings, 
regardless of gender orientation. If you feel 
that you would like to be involved in the 
program, either in participating or perhaps in 
leading or cont ributing to the activities and 
workshops that we will plan for the program , 
please contact me. 
In faith and friendship,  

Gaye  
Dr Gaye Ortiz, 
Consulting Minister/Ministry Intern  

P.S. Ð my New Year resolution: I am 
attempting to build up a blog with my sermo ns 
and other reflections; it is available on the 
Aiken Unitarian Universalist Church websi te 
and also our Facebook page.  

At Your ServiceÉ  
New Year, New Programs 

AUUC New YearÕs Blood Drive to Make a Difference 
Please join our Service and 
Outreach teamÕs next blood drive 
with the Shepherd Community 
Blood Center. We would like to 
have at least 10 donors!  
When:  Sunday January 8 , 11:30 
a.m. until 2:00.p.m. 
Who can donate blood? 
H ealthy women and men who 
weigh at le ast 110 pounds and 

are 17 years or older.  
What's i t  l ike to donate?  The entire donation 
process takes less than an hour and begins with a 

brief interview. The actual donation takes only 10 
minutes.   

Afterward, donors rest and enjoy light 
refreshments, the n resume their normal routine.  
What happens after the donation?  All donated 
blood is typed to determine the A -B-O group and the 
Rh factor and tested for safety -including a test for 
the HIV virus that causes AIDS.  
Most units of blood are separated into comp onents, 
allowing one donation to help several people!  All 
donations are used in local hospitals.  

Please help AUUC help others  
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WORDS FROM ABOVE... 
Latitude 43 
EditorÕs note: Greg Clapp, who visits our little Aiken 
community a few times a year on his trips from Aurora, 
Ontario, Canada, has offered to write a monthly column 
for the newsletter.  

Meatloaf, Biscuits and Gravy 

I do not believe in coincidence. However, there 
have been many events in my life that have 
connections.  

I do believe that there is some kind of  
Principle or Force that connects many of life's 
experiences. I call it the MBG Principle: the 
Meatloaf, Biscuits and Gravy Principle.  

Early this autumn I rushed over to the grocery 
store to pick up a pound of burger that would 
be destined to become meatloaf. As I entered 
the store, a huge cart of groceries caught my 
eye--enough food to keep someone alive 
through winter and into spring.  I continued 
on but thought I heard someone talking to me. 
I turned. It was the young man with the cart.  

ÒMr. Clapp, do you have a quarter?Ó 

I looked. His name flashed into my mind, 
ÒLenard! How are you? I don't have a quarter 
but here are my car keys. The car is just over 

January RE Schedule 

there. Load your groceries in and I'll drive you 
home after I buy my burger!Ó  

I hadn't seen Lenard for 26 years! As I drove 
him home, we reminisced and shared some of 
what was happening in his life a nd mine.  

He now lives right beside the elementary 
school where I taught him. (I had to have the 
Attendance Counselor (Truant Officer) call 
Lenard every morning to wake him to come to 
his grade 6 class.)  

The MBG Principle  

I would not have connected with Len ard but 
for my craving for meatloaf. I had that craving 
because I was anticipating a repeat visit with 
a retired minister and his wife in Virginia. We 
had visited in the spring and Francis had 
prepared delicious meatloaf, biscuits and 
gravy. And we wouldn' t have visited except 
that we had become friends in a campground 8 
years before, sitting around a campfire late 
into the night under stars and falling acorns.  

What happened 8 years ago was the beginning 
of a path that brought me back to meatloaf 
and Lenard .  

Three cheers for meatloaf, biscuits and gravy!  

What is your MBG story?  

UUA President to Speak 
in Hilton Head  in Feb 
On February 3-5, 2012 the US chapter of the 
International Association for Religious Freedom 
will meet in Hilton Head, SC, in connection 
with the UN -sponsored World Interfaith 
Harmony Week.   

Three plenary speakers have already been 
confirmed: Peter Morales, UUA Presid ent; Kay 
Lindahl, Director of the Center for Sacred 
Listening, and Prof. Waleed El -Ansary, Xavier 
University, Cincinnati.    

The conference will be held at the Hilton 
Waterfront Resort. This is a good chance for our 
congregation to hear the UUA president i n a 
nearby venue. For more information please go 
to http://www.iarf.net/2009site/USchptrnotices  

Sun  Primary  
Elementary  

& Middle  
Middle  
& HS  

Jan  
1 

Combined Classes Ð Angie Drake  

Jan  
8 

Marnie 
Hall  

Marcy 
Vernon  

Patrick 
Krohn  

Jan 
15 

Lisa 
Lintner  

Neil Miller  
Sally 
Evans 

Jan 
22 

Children Õ Chapel Prep  

Jan 
29 

Children Õs Chapel  
with Gaye Ortiz  

 



 

A Guest at Your Table:  
Safety and well being in Haiti 
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January  1, 2012 
ÒLove and Peace FeastÓ 
Naomi Frost -Hewitt  

This Sunday, the first in 2012, 
is a time for marking new 
beginnings. What better way to 
start off the  year than with love 
and peace?  

January 8 , 2012 
ÒAll Grown Up?Ó Part One 
Dr. Gaye Ortiz  

Being grown up means facing 
up to conflict when we would 
rather run away from it. This 
sermon is for anyone who has 
felt the need for conflict 
resolution but may not know 
how to take the first step 
toward peace with themselves, 
their fa mily, or their church.  

January  15, 2012 
ÒAll Grown Up?Ó Part Two 
Dr. Gaye Ortiz  

If we as UUs can be grown up 

January Sunday Services 
about the way we 
communicate about sexual 
ethics, together we can face up 
to the challenge of being a 
sexually healthy and 
responsible congregatio n. 
Gaye will share insights from 
the Rev. Debra Haffner's work 
on guidelines for UU 
congregations.  

January  22, 2012 
"God, each other, and the 
land intertwined: Reflections 
on 'vanua' in Fiji"  
Abby Zylla  

The word ÒvanuaÓ literally 
translates as ÒlandÓ, but the 
concept is loaded with deeper 
meanings and is integral to 
traditional beliefs and social 
systems. Abby Zylla spent a 
year immersed in Fijian 
culture, and will share her 
thoughts on how globalization 
is affecting the meanings of 
ÒvanuaÓ. 

Guest at Your Table Drive  
We hope you enjoyed having a Guest at your 
Table for the month of December. We are now 
collecting the boxes and/or checks to be 

forwarded to UUService 
Committee.   It would be helpful 

if each family that has a box 
would convert the amount 
in it to a check payable to 
AUUC. If y ou did not take a 
box, but want to participate, 
just write a check to AUUC,   

mark it Guest At Your Table, 
and put in the collection.    

Donations of $30 buys an individual 
membership, $20 for seniors, and $45 a family 
membership. All contributions of $100 w ill be 
matched. If this is the only time you consider a 
gift to the UU Service Committee  this year, 
make it as generous a possible.   

In Haiti, UUSC is working with partners to 
protect unaccompanied children.   

Lionel, of the Oasis Institute, has helped build 
an innovative camp to house 
and protect unaccompanied 
children. Home to 40 girls, 
Camp Oasis provides more 
than just a roof over their 
heads. With a secure place to 
live, they are less likely to be 
the vict im of gender -based 
violence, which is rampant in 

the camps for internally displaced earthquake 
survivors.  

UUSC's work strengthens the cultural wealth 
that already exists in communities and helps 
young people reclaim their dignity and rights in 
the midst of  crisis.  

January 29 , 2012  
"Finding Effective ways to 
Fight Poverty around the 
World"  
Janeth Welch and the 
Service and Outreach 
Committee  

Sometimes we suffer from 
charitable fatigue with so 
many causes asking for our 
support. How can we sort 
through the various programs 
and requests to choose those 
which  address the issue of 
poverty most effectively. We 
hope to give you some 
guidance as well as an update 
on the KIVA project which this 
church  started five years ago 
with a specia l collection ;that 
totaled $300.  For those of you 
who are not already individual 
members of KIVA, there will 
be another special collection to 
increase our total amount 
invested.  
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Calendar of Events      January 2012 
1 Sunday  10:30 a.m. ChildrenÕs Religious Exploration  

Sunday Service: ÒLove and Peace FeastÓ AUUC  

1 Sunday  4:00 p.m. Djembe Drumming Circle  AUUC  

4 Wednesday 7:30 p.m. Principle Singers  AUUC  

5 Thursday  6:45 p.m. Singing Meditation  AUUC  

5 Thursday  7:30 p.m. Worship Team Meeting  AUUC  

5 Thursday  7:00 p.m. Finance Committee  AUUC  

6 Friday  6:30 p.m. WomenÕs Journaling Group AUUC  

8 Sunday  10:30 a.m. ChildrenÕs Religious Exploration  
Sunday Service: ÒAll Grown Up?Ó Part One AUUC  

9 Monday  6:30 p.m. Aiken Peace AUUC  

10 Tuesday 7:00 p.m. Sierra Club  AUUC  

11 Wednesday 7:00 p.m. Board of Trustees Meeting  AUUC  

12 Thursday  
6:45 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 

Singing Meditation  
Adult Religious Exploration: Resistance and Transformation  

AUUC  

13 Friday  6:30 p.m. Sisterhood of the Spirit  AUUC  

14 Saturday  6:00 p.m. Family Fun Night  AUUC  

15 Sunday  10:30 a.m. ChildrenÕs Religious Exploration  
Sunday Service: ÒAll Grown Up?Ó Part Two AUUC  

15 Sunday  4:00 p.m. Djembe Drumming Circle  AUUC  

17 Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Drum 4 Your Life  AUUC  

18 Wednesday 6:00 p.m. Membership Committee  AUUC  

18 Wednesday 7:30 p.m. Principle Singers  AUUC  

19 Thursday  
6:30 p.m. 
7:15 p.m. 

Singing Meditation  
Adult Religious Exploration: Resistance and Transformation  

AUUC  

21  Saturday  6:30 p.m. MenÕs Group 
Anchor 
Rehab 

22 Sunday  10:30 a.m. 
ChildrenÕs Religious Exploration  
Sunday Service: "God, each other, and the land intertwined: 
Reflections on 'vanua' in Fiji"  

AUUC  

25 Wednesday 5:00 p.m. 4th Wednesday at RileyÕs RileyÕs 

25 Wednesday 7:30 p.m. Principle Singers  AUUC  

26 Thursday  
6:30 p.m. 
7:15 p.m. 

Singing Meditation  
Adult Religious Exploration: Resistance and Transformation  

AUUC  

26 Thursday  7:00 p.m. PFLAG  AUUC  

27 Friday  6:30 p.m. Sisterhood of the Spirit  AUUC  

29 Sunday  10:30 a.m. 
ChildrenÕs Religious Explora tion  
Sunday Service: "Finding Effect ive ways to Fight Poverty 
around the World"  

AUUC  

 



 

Sally Evans, right, is dressed as Kwanzaa as she lights a candle 
during the Festival of Lights service December 11, 2011. Some of 
the other winter light festivals represented are from left: Julie 
Evonna as Hanukkah, Emma Phillips as St. Lucia, and Tom 
Brandner as St. Nicholas. 

 

Aiken Unitarian 
Universalist Church 
P.O. Box 2231  
Aiken, SC 29802  

Our Seven Principles 
We, the member congregations of the 
Unitarian Universalist  Association, 
covenant to affirm and promote :  

¥ The inherent worth and dignity of 
every person;  

¥ Justice, equity and compassion in 
human relations;  

¥ Acceptance of one another and 
encouragement to spiritual 
growth in our congregations;  

¥ A free and responsibl e search for 
truth and meaning;  

¥ The right of conscience & the use 
of the democratic process within 
our congregations & in society at 
large;  

¥ The goal of world community with 
peace, liberty, and justice for all;  

¥ Respect for the interdependent 
web of all existence of which we 
are a part.  

A Festival of Lights 


